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“When I became Chief of Bureau of Navigation in June 1939 - my 
first act was to send for the BuNav War Plans. 
“To my horror - I learned that on ‘D’ Day - it was planned to close 
down the Naval War College and the Naval Postgraduate School in 
order to provide officers for an expanding Fleet - as was done on ‘D’ 
Day for WWI.
“I immediately cancelled those plans and prepared for expanded 
classes at both...”
Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz
Letter to Vice Admiral Charles Melson
September 24, 1965
Courtesy Naval History & Heritage Command
“To my horror - I learned that...it was planned to close down 
the...Naval Postgraduate School...” Admiral Chester Nimitz
World War II

Lt. Cmdr. Robert McNitt  
World War II 
Executive Officer, USS Barb 
 Completed 5 successful war patrols  
 Rescued 1,350 Allied POW’s 
 Awarded two Silver Stars for heroism 
 1945 NPS Alumnus 
Promoted to Rear Admiral 
 NPS Superintendent, 1967-1971 

Capt. Herman Spanagel 
World War II 
Commanding Officer, USS Nashville 
 Combat in Pacific  
 Awarded Legion of Merit 
  Selected as Head of NPS, 1944 
 1919 NPS Alumnus 
NPS Head, 1944-1947 
 NPS Superintendent, 1947-1950 
First NPS leader to have  
title of Superintendent 
1944 
“I suppose I should feel highly 
elated and complimented that I 
have been selected to be Head of 
the Postgraduate School... 
...but the fact of the matter is that 
I am sorely disappointed.” 
“I simply do not believe that it is 
an essential activity in time of war 
and I think it should be closed...as 
was done during the last war.”  
Captain Herman Spanagel, CO USS Nashville 
Letter to Rear Admiral Louis Denfeld, Assistant Chief of Naval Personnel 
April 3, 1944
“The Navy learned a lesson in World 
War I --one of those lessons that has a 
long fuse. In World War I we cut out all 
postgraduate work for naval officers and 
sent them to sea to fight the war. At the 
end of the war we had a blank in the 
Navy for about four years with no 
officers trained in the technical skills of 
the day. The Navy suffered badly during 
the 1920’s from this technical gap.” 
Captain  Frank K. B. Wheeler
SPANAGEL COMMITTEE 
SELECTION CRITERIA FOR NEW 
NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL CAMPUS 
Adjacent to large body of water to permit 
instruction and research in underwater 
methods and allow radar sweeps and tracking 
of ships and aircraft for electronics and 
intelligence instruction. 
Within a reasonable distance of a deep water 
anchorage to accommodate visits of ships for 
training purposes. 
In close proximity to an airfield and with a 
relatively good year-round climate, to permit 
aviators to maintain their flying proficiency. 
Near a city or town of sufficient size to provide 
for the normal needs of officer students and 
their dependents, and to permit active 
participation in community life, but not too 
large a city wherein the bright lights would 
constitute a distraction from studies.
July 11, 1947     
  
Telephone call, Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal  
to Senator Warren G. Magnuson (D-WA) 
re purchase of Hotel Del Monte for NPS campus
MR. FORRESTAL: “This is something -- I 
want to be perfectly straight with you, 
Maggie -- the Navy, from Nimitz down, want 
very very much...”
“I just want to be as vehement and as strong 
as I can with you that, if you say ‘No’, you are 
stopping something that I think is of big 
importance to the Navy.”
Source: National Archives
Rear Admiral George Melville 
“Every officer of a modern warship has to be a fighting engineer.” 
1909
Navy Secretary George von L. Meyer establishes an advanced education program at 
Annapolis.
Optimism, Growth and Transformation 
Marine Engineering School Becomes “Postgraduate Department”
1917
Postgraduate Department closes as U.S. enters World War 
I.
Right: Three-moment integrator 
purchased by NPS Mathematics 
Professor C.C. Bramble in 1918.
1918
The Navy commissions the 
first ship named in honor of a 
Naval Postgraduate School 
alumnus.
The USS Thomas (DD-182) 
recognized the herosim of Lt. 
Clarence Crase Thomas, an 
electrical engineering alumnus who 
was the first naval casualty of the 
war. Thomas was awarded the Navy 
Cross posthumously for his efforts to 
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WILBUR FOR KEEPING SCHOOL AT ANNAPOLIS
The Washington Post  (1877-1954); Jul 2, 1924; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Washington Post (1877 - 1988)
pg. S8
EARLY ATTEMPTS TO CLOSE NPS  
1922 Naval Academy Superintendent attempts to close or move NPS to Univ. of Chicago 
1924 Secretary of the Navy Curtis Wilbur decides to retain NPS at Annapolis 
1931 Naval Academy Superintendent attempts to move NPS to Univ. of California 
1933 House Naval Affairs Committee votes to retain NPS at Annapolis
Contemporary Battle Fronts
1970’s: Deep cuts in NPS budget and students. Elimination of General Line 
School.  
NPS strategy: Support reimbursable research for faculty. Create 
interdisciplinary warfare programs (original two were antisubmarine warfare 
and C3).
1980’s: Cold War growth. 
NPS strategy: Strengthen core scientific and technological foundation. 
Diversify with management and national security affairs programs. Increase 
ties to operating forces and international services.
1990’s/2000’s: BRAC. 
NPS strategy: Increase interdisciplinary, operational programs and faculty 
entrepreneurship. Develop distance learning and establish new programs to 
meet rapidly emerging national needs (e.g., homeland security).
Admiral Arleigh Burke
“Rapid technological advance...did not come by accident, nor did it 
come overnight. It has been the result of educating carefully selected 
officers in each succeeding generation of officers.
“The naval leaders of 50 years ago showed great perspective and 
foresight in seeing the need for advanced technical and scientific 
knowledge among naval officers.
We in the Navy today are the inheritors of that legacy of wisdom, 
and we can see clear evidence of their foresight all around us.”
Admiral Arleigh Burke, Chief of Naval Operations
Naval Postgraduate School Commencement Speech
May 28, 1959
Special Collections & Archives, Dudley Knox Library
Testimonials  
Admiral Michael Mullen
NPS, Operations Research, 1985
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
“The Naval Postgraduate School is a national - and international - treasure.”
General John Gordon
NPS, Physics, 1970
Homeland Security Advisor, 2003-2004
Deputy National Security Advisor for Counter Terrorism, 2002-2003
Administrator, National Nuclear Security Administration, 2000-2002
“My degree prepared me for a variety of jobs, from being a research 
associate at Sandia National Laboratories to the National Security Council. 
My successes simply would not have been possible without the 
underpinnings from NPS.”
The Honorable George P. Schultz
Secretary of State, 1982-1989
“The Naval Postgraduate School has an important impact on current and 
future foreign relations. 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